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CELLO ERAN F there be truth in the common 
aed EA ‘Ks Re maxim, “ That He deferves beft 
A eeaaes cn SMA “< of his country, who can make 
Bees Sites ‘* two blades of grafs grow where 
Eat paoas ** only one grew before,” how trul 
\ commendable mutt it be (fince it is 
Y% fo great a merit to provide tor the 
XI heafts of the field) to add-to the 
fuftenance of man! and what praifes are due to the in- 
ventor of a new difh! By a new difh, I do not mean 
the confounding, hafhing and difguifing of an old one; 
J cannot give that name to the French method of tranf- 
pofing the bodies of animals ; ferving up of flefh in the 
fkins of fith, or the effence of either in a jelly; nor yet 
to the Englith way. of macerating fubftances, and reduc- 
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ing all things to one uniform confiftency and tafte, which 
a good houfewife calls potting: for I am of opinion, that 
Lewis the fourteenth would not have given the reward 
he promifed for the invention of a fixth order of archi- 
tegture, to the man who fhould have jumbled together 
the other five. 


My meaning is, that as through neglect or caprice, 
we have loft fome eatables which our anceftors held in 
high efteem, as the heron, the bittern, the crane, and, [ 
may add, the fwan, it fhould feem requifite, in the ordina 
revolution of things, to replace what has been laid afide, 
by the introduction of fome eatable which was not known 
to our predeceffors. But though invention may claim 
the firft praife, great honour is due to the reftorer of 
loft arts ; wherefore if the earth does not really furnifh 
a fufficient variety of untafted animals, I could with that 
gentlemen of leifure and eafy fortunes, would apply 
themfelves to recover the fecret of fattening and prepar- 
ing for the table, fuch creatures, as from difufe, we do 
not at prefent know how to treat: and I fhould think 
it would be a noble employment for the lovers of anti- 
quity, to ftudy to reftore thofe infallible refources of lux- 
ury, the falt-water ftews of the Romans. 


Or all the improvements in the modern kitchen, 
there are none that cau bear a comparifon with the in- 
troduction of Turtle. We are indebted fcr this deli- 
cacy, as well as for feveral others, to the generous {pi- 
rit and benevolent zeal of the Weft-Indians. The pro- 
fufion of luxury, with which the Creolian in England 
covers his board, is intended only as a foil to the more 
exquifite dainties of America. His pride is to triumph 
in your neglect of the former, while he labours to ferve 
you from the vait fhell, which fmokes under his face, 
and occafions him a toil almoft as intolerable, as that of 
the flaves in his plantations. But he would die in the 
fervice rather than fee his guefts, for want of a regular 


fupply, eat a morfel of any food which had not crofied 
the Atlantic ocean. 


THOUGH it was never my fortune to be regaled with 
the true Creolian politenefs, and though I cannot com- 
pliment my countrymen on their endeavours to imitate 
it, 1 hall here give my readers a moft faithful account 
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of the only turtle feaft, I ever had the honour to be 
prefent at. 


Towarps the latter end of the laft fummer, I called 
upon a friend‘in the city, who, though no Weft-Indian, 
is a great importer of Turtle for his own eating. Upon 
my entrance at the great gates, my eyes were caught 
with the thelis of that animal, which were difpofed in 
great order along the walls; and I ftopt fo long in afto- 
nifhment at their fize and number, that I did not per- 
ceive my friend’s approach, who had traverfed the court 
to receive me. However, I could find he was not dif- 
pleafed to fee my attention fo deeply engaged upon the 
trophies of his luxury. Come, fays he, if you love 
turtle, I'll thew you a fight; and bidding me follow 
him, he opened a door, and difcovered fix turtles f{wim- 
ming about in a vaft ciftern, round which there hung 
twelve large legs of mutton, which he told me were 
juft two days provifion for the turtle; for that each of 
them confumed a leg of mutton every day. He then 
carried me into the houfe, and fhewing me fome blank- 
ets of a peculiar fort, thefe, fays he, are what the turtle 
lie in o’nights ; they are particularly adapted to this 
ufe: I have eftablifhed a manufacture of them in the 
Weft. But fince you are curious in thefe matters, con- 
tinued he, I'll fhew you fome more of my inventions. 
Immediately he unlocked a drawer, and produced as ma- 
ny fine faws, chizels and inftruments of different con- 
trivance, as would have made a figure in the appa- 
ratus of an anatomift. One was deftined to ftart a rib ; 
another to f{crape the callipafh; a third to disjoint the 
vertebre of the back-bone; with many others, for purpofes 
which J could not remember. The next {cene of won- 
der was the kitchen, in which was an oven, that had been 
rebuilt with a mouth of moft uncommon capacity, on 
purpofe for the reception of an enormous turtle, which 
was to be dreft that very day, and which my friend in- 
fifted I fhould ftay to partake of. I would gladly have 
been excufed ; but he would not be denied; propofing 
a particular pleafure in entering a new beginner, and af{- 
furing me, that if I fhould not happen tolike it, I 
need not fear-the finding fomething to make out a din- 
ner; for that his wife, though fhe knew it would give 
him the greateft pleafure in the world, could never be 
prevailed on to tafte a fingle morfel of turtle. He then 
carried me to the fifth, which was to be the feaft of the 
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day, and bid me obferve, that though it had been cut in 
two full twenty hours, it was ftill alive. This was in- 
deed a melancholy truth: for I could plainly obferve a 
tremulous motion almoft continually agitating it, with, 
now and then, more diftinguifhable throbbings. While 
I was examining thefe faint indications of fenfibility, a 
jolly negro wench, obferving me, came up witha hand- 
ful of falt, which fhe fprinkled all over the creature. 
This inftantly produced fuch violent convulfions, that I 
was no longer able to look upon a fcene of fo much hor- 
ror, and ran fhuddering out of the kitchen. My friend 
endeavoured to fatisfy me, by faying that the head and 
heart had been cut in pieces twenty hours before ; and 
that the whole was that inftant to be plunged in boil- 
ing water: but it required fome refleGtion, and more, or 
perhaps, lefs philofophy than I am mafter of, to recon- 
cile fuch appearances to human feelings. 1 endeavoured 
to turn the difcourfe by afking what news? He anfwered, 
“< There is a fleet arrived from the Weft-Indies.” He 
then fhook his head, and looked ferious ; and after a 
fufpence, which gave,room for melancholy apprehenfions, 
lamented that they had been very unfortunate the laft 
voyage, and loft the greateft part cf their cargo of turtles, 
He proceeded to inform me of the various methods 
which had been tried for bringing over this animal in a 
healthy ftate ; for that the common way had been found 
to waite the fat, which was the moft eftimable part : and 
he {poke with great concern of the mi(carriage of a veffel, 
framed like a well-boat, which had dafhed them againft 
each other, and killed them. He then entered upon an 
explanation of a project of hisown, which being out of 
my way, and much above my comprehenfion, took up 
the greateft part of the morning. Upon hearing the 
clock ftrike, he rung his bell, and afked if his turtle- 
cloaths were aired.. While I was meditating on this 
new term, and, I confefs, unable to divine what it could 
mean, the fervent brought in a coat and waiftcoat, 
which my friend flipt on, and folding them round his 
body like .a night-gown, declared, that though they 
then hung fo loofe about him, by that time be bad /poke 
with the turtle, he fhould ftretch them as tight as a 
drum. , 

Upon the firft rap at the door, there entered a whole 
fhoal of guefts : for the turtle eater is a gregarious, I had 
almoft faid, a fociable animal: and I thought it remark- 
able, 
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vable, that in fo large a number, there fhould not be one 
‘who was a whole minute later than the time: nay, the 
‘very cook was punctual; and the lady of the houfe 
‘appeared, on this extraordinary day, the moment the 
-dinner was ferved upon the table. Upon her firft entrance, 
fhe ordered the fhell to be moved from the upper end of 
the table, declaring the could not bear the fmell, or fight 
of it fo near her. It was immediately changed for a 
couple of boiled chickens, to the great regret of all who 
fat in her neighbourhood, who. followed it with their 
eyes, inwardly lamenting that they fhould never tafte one 
of the good bits. In vain did they fend their plates, and foli- 
cit their (hare ; the plunderers who were now in pofieflion 
of both the thells, were fenfible to no call but that of their 
own appetites, and till they had fatisfied them, there was 
not one that would lifter to any thing elfe The eagernefs, 
‘however, and difpatch of their rapacity having foen 
fhrunk the choice pieces, they vouchfafed to help their 
friends to the coarfer parts, as thereby they cleared their 
way for the fearch after other delicacies ; boafting aloud 
all the while, that they had not fent one good bit to the 
other end of the table. 


Wuen the meat was all made away with, and no- 
thing remained but what adhered to the thell, our land- 
lord, who during the whole time had taken care of no- 
body but himfelf, began to exercife his various inftru- 
ments ; and amidft his efforts te procure himfelf more, 
broke out in praife of the fuperior flavour of the fpinal 
marrow, which he was then helping himfelf to, and for 
the goodnefs of which the company had his word. 


Tue guefts having now drank up all the gravy, and 
f{craped the fhells quite clean, tae cloth was taken away, 
-and the wine brought upon.the table. But this change 
produced nothing new in the converfation. No hunters 
were ever more loud in the pofthumous fame of the hero 
of their {port, than our epicures in memory of the turtle. 
To give fome little variety to the difcourfe, I afked if . 
they had never tried any other creature which might pof- 
fibly refemble this exquifite food ; and propofed the expe- 
riment of an aligator, whofe fcales feemed to be intended 
by nature for the protection of green fat. I was ftopt fhort 
in my reafoning by a gentleman, who told me, that 
upon trial of the aligator, there had been found fo ftrong a 
perfume in his flefh that the ftomach naufeated, and could 
not bear it; and that this was owing to a ball of mufk, 

which 
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which ‘is always difcovered in the head of that animal. I 
had however the fatisfaction to perceive that my queftion 
did me no difcredit with the company ; and before it 
broke up, I had no lefs than twelve invitations to turtle 
for the enfuing fummer. Befides the honour herein de- 
figned me, I confider thefe invitations as having more real 
value than fo many fhares in any of the bubbles in the 
famous South-fea year; andI make no doubt but that, 
‘by the time they become due, they will be marketable 
in Change-alley. For as the gentlemen of White's have 
borrowed from thence the method’ of transferring the 
furplus dinners which they win at play, it is probable 
they will, in their turn, furnifh a hint tothe alley, where 
it will foon be as common to transfer {hares in turtle, as 


in any other kind of ftock. 
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